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members of the Nebraska Weathearts, which is an organization
over all the state,of course, and their names are. and woul
you | adi es pl ease stand, Nadi ne Free of MCook, Lorraine Haas o

Hem ngford, Nina Papik of Crete, Kim and Jane Elliot of

Al l'i ance, Jo Bal senberger of Bushnell. wuld vou | adies...would
%/ou pl ease wel come these ladies to =he Legislature. Thank you
or your gift this morning and you |adies and gentlemen . “ihe
organi zation perhaps would like to thank themfor it. Thank you
for visiting wustoday. Mve onto LR50. But nay | say that
while the Legislatureis in session grqg capabl e of transacting
business, | prcpose to sign anddc sign LR44, LR45, LR 46,

LR 47, LR 48, LR 49, and that's it. Al right, we'll moveon to
LR 50, please.

CLERK: Mr. President, LR 50 offered by Senators Hefner, Lowell
Johnson, Warner, Moore, Langford and Beyer. |t's found on page
1017 of the Journal. (Read brief desc=iption of LR 50.)

PRESIDENT:  (Gavel.) Ladies andgentlemen, may we please have
your attention so we can proceed. Senato= Hefner, please.

SENATOR HEFNER: LR50is a resolutiontg pe sent to the
Nebraska Congressional delegation and the United States
Department of Veterans' Affairs. Andyou will find this on
page 1017 if ~you want to read it. Buytwhat it does, it calls
attention to budget cuts made in gervices offered by Veterans
Admi nistration Medical Centers. Budget cuts have beéen nmade in
services offered by VA Medical Centers'in the |a5t few years.
The cuts affect the services in two waysS. The services offered
by VA Medical Centers are being reduced and in sone cases to the
point that some centers may be closed and pe number of veterans
served is being reduced. Now Nebraska has three VA Medical
Centers, Lincoln, Gand |Island and Omaha, gnd all three have
been affected by these cuts. Thesecuts have pot reduced the
medi cal needs of veterans, of course. If VA Centers are c|psed

veterans will be forced to seek medical care from other car'e
facilities, many of which already are gyverburdened. In  some
cases, veterans have no insurance or maybe ineligible for
health insurance. Thelack of insurancesinply neans that the
cost of their care will be passed on to others in cases where

they are unable to pay for their own health care costs. t
very unreasonable to expect anyone to pay for expensive healtﬁ
care without the aid of insurance or government gcqistance in

the face of today's rising expensive health care costs. pjor
to these budget cuts, veterans were assured their pealth needs
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